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Statement from Association for Contemporary Iberian Studies on
Palestine, Academic Solidarity, Boycott, and Sanctuary
The Association for Contemporary Iberian Studies affirms its unwavering commitment to academic freedom, intellectual dissent, and the right to teach, learn, and research in conditions of safety and dignity. At this critical moment, we begin by expressing our alarm and sorrow at the ongoing devastation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, particularly the Gaza strip, and we mourn the tragic loss of all civilian lives in this ongoing catastrophe.
Following the Hamas-led attack in southern Israel on 7 October 2023, that killed at least 1200 people, mostly Israeli civilians, at least 55,637 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza by the Israeli military, the vast majority of them civilians, as of 18 June 2025.[footnoteRef:1] We recognize that the events of October 7 in Israel were tragic and horrifying. The killing of civilians, regardless of nationality or identity, must be condemned. Notwithstanding, this violence cannot justify the scale, duration, or intensity of the assault that has since been unleashed on the Palestinian people. [1:   UNWRA: “UNWRA situation report # 176 on the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem”. https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-176-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem ] 

Children are dying of starvation. Hospitals and educational institutions have been destroyed. The siege has prevented access to life-sustaining aid, and the widespread bombardment has displaced entire communities. Independent human rights organizations and UN bodies have documented grave violations of international humanitarian law. According to the UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), nearly the entire population of Gaza has been displaced, and famine is unfolding in the north.[footnoteRef:2] The World Health Organization has called the destruction of Gaza’s healthcare system “catastrophic” and says it is “at breaking point”.[footnoteRef:3] Hospitals, schools, and universities have been repeatedly targeted, in violation of international humanitarian law. These acts amount to a systematic assault on the conditions necessary for life, and we join those who have identified this as a crime of historic proportions. [2:  UN OCHA, Gaza Strip: Humanitarian Impact Snapshot, various updates 2023–2025. https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-situation-update-297-gaza-strip-enar#:~:text=Between%207%20October%202023%20and,March%202025%2C%20according%20to%20MoH. ]  [3:  United Nations: “More Gazans killed trying to get food, healthcare near to ‘full disaster’”. 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/06/1164471 ] 

UN experts, including the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Francesca Albanese, have stated unequivocally that Israel’s conduct may amount to genocide.[footnoteRef:4] The International Court of Justice (ICJ) found that there is a plausible risk of genocide and ordered Israel to take all necessary measures to prevent genocidal acts and to ensure the provision of humanitarian aid.[footnoteRef:5] Despite these rulings, bombardment, displacement, starvation, and mass civilian suffering have continued. [4:  Francesca Albanese, “Anatomy of a Genocide”, UN Human Rights Council, A/HRC/55/73, 26 March 2024. [https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/ahrc5573-anatomy-genocide-situation-human-rights-occupied-palestinian]]  [5:  International Court of Justice: “Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the Gaza Strip (South Africa v. Israel): Request for the modification of the Order of 28 March 2024”. https://www.un.org/unispal/document/icj-provisional-measures-24may24/ ] 

As a scholarly association devoted to language, education, and culture, we are particularly concerned by the targeted destruction of educational infrastructure. Hundreds of schools and universities have been demolished, and thousands of students, faculty members, and staff have been killed, with the numbers increasing each day.[footnoteRef:6] According to UN experts, more than 80% of schools in Gaza have been damaged or destroyed since October 2023.[footnoteRef:7] This deliberate devastation has been described by scholars as scholasticide: the annihilation of the institutions and individuals that sustain education and cultural continuity.[footnoteRef:8] We mourn the loss of Palestinian educators and students, and we recognize the profound generational harm this will inflict on Palestinian society.  [6:  “Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel”. https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/59/26 ]  [7:  United Nations: “UN experts deeply concerned over ‘scholasticide’ in Gaza”. https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/04/un-experts-deeply-concerned-over-scholasticide-gaza ]  [8:  United Nations: “UN experts deeply concerned over ‘scholasticide’ in Gaza”. https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/04/un-experts-deeply-concerned-over-scholasticide-gaza ] 

We also affirm the legitimacy of nonviolent strategies for resisting occupation and systemic injustice, including boycotts, divestment, and sanctions (BDS). We support the right of individuals and institutions to engage in such strategies as expressions of academic freedom and ethical responsibility. ACIS recognizes that members of our association may hold a range of views on these matters, and we are committed to fostering respectful debate grounded in shared values of justice and human rights.
We extend our wholehearted welcome to Palestinian scholars, students, and educators, whose voices, knowledge, and cultural contributions are essential to the global academic community. We recognize the immense personal and professional toll many have borne and affirm our commitment to supporting their continued participation in international scholarly dialogue and exchange.
At the same time, we wish to express our support for scholars who have taken public and principled stances against the unjust actions of their own governments, often at great personal and professional risk. Our association is committed to ensuring that such scholars remain part of international scholarly life and dialogue. We welcome scholars who face repression for opposing state violence, who speak out under threat and seek scholarly community beyond national or institutional boundaries.
In this time of global crisis, we call on academic communities around the world to defend the right to education, resist the erasure of intellectual life under military occupation and siege, and reaffirm our shared responsibility to act in support of justice, accountability, and the fundamental conditions for human and scholarly flourishing. We also call for an immediate and lasting ceasefire, the end of the siege of Gaza, and the full restoration of humanitarian access, as a matter of urgent moral and legal necessity.
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